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of the house. They never lived together again,
though they met once more a few days
later.
Xelson himself must have been feeling par-
ticiilarlv overwrought, for at this moment he
was expecting the birth of Ms and Emma's child.
Yet, despite Ms passionate desire to be near her
at such a moment, he had already asked for
employment, and on the very day Fanny left
Mm he set out to hoist Ms flag at Plymouth in the
San josef* Ms capture at the Battle of St. Vincent.
His conduct on this occasion should for ever
dispel the idea that he allowed Ms love for Emma
to deflect Mm from what he considered to be Ms
duty as a naval officer. That night, on reacMng
Southampton, he \vrote to Fanny : i; We are
arrived, and heartily tired ; and with kindest
regards to my father and ail die family, believe
me your affectionate Nelson."
Emma, far from showing contrition^ gloried in
the humiliation of her rival and her rival's son.
c: Tom Tit [Fanny] in the country/* she wrote
to Nelson's sister-in-law. " The Cub [Josiah]
called yesterday, but I did not see him, thank
God. They are a vile set, Tom Tit and the Cub,
hated by even-body." Josiah \vas5 of course^
very troublesome ; he had not profited by Ms
over-early promotion, and in the service he was
considered a bad officer, quarrelsome when drunk
and by no means pleasant when sober. Recently
he had given great oifence by Ms truculent though
justifiable championing of Fanny.
On sgth January, i8oi: Horatia was bora at
23 Piccadilly and within a week had been re-
moved by Emma herself to the care of a nurse.